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Travel

By maNDie DaNielski

the Netherlands is chock full of relaxing 

destinations for an afternoon picnic in the 

summer sun. 

  Top spots for 
summer picnics

Even if you live in a city centre you don’t need to travel 

far to fi nd a gezellig (cozy) patch of grass or sand. 

Here we suggest some of our favourite spots. Be sure 

to check with visitor centres for opening times, 

entrance fees, events, public transport and parking. 

Nationaal Park De Hoge Veluwe, Gelderland

At this idyllic picnic retreat you can appreciate more 

than 13,000 acres of nature reserve; the largest in the 

country. De Hoge Veluwe National Park may deserve 

more than one visit though as the fl ora, fauna, and 

fresh air are supplemented by culture, art and activi-

ties to boot. Take advantage of the white bikes avail-

able free of charge to better explore the expansive, 

varied landscape. 

The park contains lakes, dunes, heathland, woods 

of oak, birch, pine and beech, plus rhododendrons 

in June and purple heather in August. Adding to the 

charm of the park is the wildlife. Hundreds of red 

deer, roe deer, mouffl on (wild sheep), wild boar, 

and various small animals are year-round residents 

you can see from the six game observation posts. 

The park is home to the Kröller-Müller Museum 

with a collection of paintings by Van Gogh, Picasso, 

Cézanne, and many others, whilst beyond the 

museum is the contemporary Sculpture Garden. »
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Located between Arnhem and Apeldoorn, the park 

has three entrances, all with parking. Public trans-

portation is also possible from these towns or from 

Ede.

De Horsten, Wassenaar, Zuid Holland

A combination of kid-friendly possibilities attracts 

ACCESS volunteer Amanda van Mulligen to her 

favourite picnic spot, De Horsten, a 415-hectare royal 

estate. “There’s a large open field for children to run 

around, big trees to clamber on, and the Seringenberg 

tower to climb up for great views,” she explains. 

De Horsten is currently the property of Queen Beatrix 

and comprises three estates: Ter Horst, Raaphorst, 

and Eikenhorst, the residence of Crown Prince 

Willem-Alexander and Princess Maxima. The estate 

offers five colour-coded walk among forests, fields 

and canals, starting either from the main entrance on 

the Papeweg in Wassenaar or from the southerly 

entrance on the Horstlaan in Voorschoten. One kilo-

meter from the main entrance is a quaint tea house 

(closed Mondays and Tuesdays) which houses the 

only public toilet facilities. Note that entrances have 

varying availability of bike and car parking. 

Sorghvliet Park, The Hague, Zuid Holland

Next stop – the wild Sorghvliet Park. In summer the 

25-hectare park becomes a cool haven of green 

where kids can play hide-and-seek, stare into the 

shallow creeks, blow bubbles or hunt out ant trails. 

The forestry, bridges and embankments leave much 

to be explored. It’s also a well-kept secret by the 

Peace Palace on the Scheveningseweg, away from the 

busy city streets. 

Note that you must purchase a yearly membership 

card for €9 for access to the park, available from The 

Hague VVV (tourist office), Hofweg 1. Park visitor 

Kathy Voyles says, “That ticket is worth its weight in 

gold. I like to spread my blankets under the green 

eaves, having carted in my goodies in a shopping 

trolley, dish out a ball to the kids and tell them to 

come back when they are good and hungry.” (See 

Kathy’s picnic recipe, p45.) The Sorghvliet Park 

membership card entitles you to free entrance with 

up to three people from 9am until sundown. Dogs, 

horses and bicycles are not allowed.

Noordwijk Beach, Noordwijk, Zuid Holland

The Dutch are known for embracing the outdoors in 

all climates but summer is the time for a beach day. 

Noordwijk is a seaside village at the heart of the bulb 

district that boasts a 13-km long stretch of inviting 

sandy beach. Pack your own picnic basket or take 

advantage of the many cafés, fish stands, and ice 

cream shops along Queen Wilhelmina Boulevard. 
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“ the park contains lakes, dunes, 
heathland, woods of oak, birch, pine 
and beech, plus rhododendrons in 
June and purple heather in august.”
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The Bos has numerous spots for children to play and 

explore too, including paddling pools, a goat farm 

with petting zoo, and an adventure playground on an 

island in the Grote Vijver. In the summer months an 

excursion boat glides through nearly the entire 

waterway of the forest. 

Picnics with open air theatre, various locations

For unique atmosphere and entertainment, be sure 

to follow the Illyria British theatre company and its 

open air summer tour of the Netherlands this sum-

mer. Their outdoor performances of Shakespeare’s 

Twelfth Night will take place at Dutch estates and 

castles from Friesland to Limburg. These include 

the Oranjerie of Duivenvoorde Castle; the Castles 

Heeswijk, Keppel and Hoensbroek; the Epema 

estate; and Landgoed Schovenhorst. All these 

grounds are perfect for a British-style country picnic 

and make for a memorable day out. 

Castle Hoensbroek in Limburg, for example, dates 

back to 1250, with renovations preserving its beauty 

and medieval charm. Stroll through castle squares, 

discover dungeons, climb towers, and explore 

 inspirational gardens and moats. Or take advantage 

of the historical tours and educational programmes 

offered in English. You may feel as though you’ve 

stepped back in time, setting the tone for the 

Illyria performances. Shows go on rain or shine. «

Brave the North Sea with swimming or surfing, 

or just relax! Colorful windscreens spot the land-

scape and are available for rent from restaurants 

right on the sand.

For a day at the beach why not start with a morning 

bike ride through the dunes? Afterward set your blan-

ket down at the beach a little north of the crowds for 

the best view of the kitesurfers flipping over the 

waves. There’s plenty of room to fly a kite or play 

 soccer. Noordwijk is centrally located in the 

Randstad and easily accessible from any direction by 

car or bus. Enjoy views of Holland’s countryside 

along the way before letting out at the lighthouse.

Amsterdamse Bos, Amstelveen, Noord 

Holland

As an alternative to the crowded Vondelpark in 

Amsterdam, one hidden gem is the Amsterdamse 

Bos. This park, spanning a good 2 x 5km, is away 

from the tourist spots and with lots of nature to 

enjoy. ‘The Bos’ has lovely biking routes, running 

paths, horseback riding, and camp grounds. 

“Watch the rowers practice on the Bosbaan,” says 

ACCESS volunteer and frequent Bos visitor Nancy 

Pacheco. “Or you can simply enjoy the vastness of the 

park and being surrounded by so much nature ... 

pack some food, blankets and a good book for an 

impromptu picnic on a sunny afternoon.”  

Further info

Nationaal Park De Hoge 
Veluwe, Gelderland
www.hogeveluwe.nl

Amsterdamse Bos
www.amsterdamsebos.nl

De Horsten
www.overdehorsten.nl  
(Dutch website only)

Noordwijk Beach
www.noordwijk.info

Sorghvliet Park
www.denhaag.nl

Stichting The English 
Theatre
www.theenglishtheatre.nl

Kasteel Hoensbroek
www.kasteelhoensbroek.nl
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